Our patient was a 26-year-old male who presented with worsening shortness of breath and a heart murmur. An echocardiogram demonstrated critical aortic stenosis in the setting of a bicuspid valve and what appeared to be a small aortic root. His past surgical history was significant for previous open cardiac surgery when he was young. He did not recall the specific details other than it had been performed "somewhere in England when I was a child." However, he commented that he once had a copy of his operative note and thought the picture of his heart from surgery was "really cool" and as such, had a tattoo made on his chest \[[Figure 1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}\]. Further inspection of the tattoo suggested that his initial surgery appeared to have been consistent with repair of an interrupted aortic arch -- a key piece of clinical information that was vital in terms of explaining his cardiovascular anatomy and planning the technical aspects of his complex re-operative surgery. Several weeks later, he underwent uncomplicated peripheral cannulation for cardiopulmonary bypass, re-operative median sternotomy, and aortic valve replacement, with pericardial patch root and proximal aortic enlargement.
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If nothing else, this case illustrates that despite all of the advances in diagnostic and therapeutic technologies in health care, sometimes, it is a basic examination of the patient that provides the most clear and important information. The value of a good, even simple, physical exam cannot be underappreciated.
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